Plavwrlqht S 1ntentlons.

o By writing the script with a lack of stage directions or lack of set
it blows it open the play and allows more interpretation of the story
o He tried to keep it loyal to Mark Haddon,

written.
o He used direct speech so that it would affect the people they are
talking to.
o He kept it unchronological so that people could perceive what it feels
like to be Christopher.
o He thought it important that Christopher’s narration was revealed
somehow, he didn’t want to break the rules of Mark’s book (Siobhan gets
to read Christopher’s book).

sticking to what he had

Director’s intentions:

o She wanted the play to be immersive; she wanted the audience sitting in
the round so that they were breathing the same air as Christopher does -
So then you are completely inside his head.

o She wanted the setting to be more abstract,

so that it was ‘inside
Christopher’s head,

in his imagination ( Wanted to create the laboratory
of his brain - & at the beginning a crime/police investigation layout)
o As Christopher changed his thoughts so much and the scenes often shifted

to different places/times, Marianne felt that the jumps between the
scenes needed to be agile.




He discovers his neighbour’s (Mrs Shears) dog,
Wellington, dead in the front garden so he decides to
do some detective work to find out who killed him and
to write it down in a book. This leads him to discover a
web of lies through his constant detective work with
his neighbours. Ed, his father, had told him that his
mother died of a heart attack when instead; his
mother had had an affair with Mr Shears and left with
him. This made Christopher distrust Ed and so he ran
away to go live with his mum (he knew where she
lived as he found letters from his mum that Ed had
hidden). The play ends with Christopher and Judy (his
mum) leaving Mr Shears and leaving by themselves
with Ed trying to build up Christopher’s trust in him.

He notices things in minute detail and finds
metaphors body language/facial expressions
confusing, that’s why he prefers animals (objects)

because they are much more straightforward than

people.

He is very good at maths and is fascinated by space.

He and his dad, Ed, live in Swindon.

He dislikes strangers and he hates the colour yellow.

His favourite colours are red and metal-coloured.

"o' . '. . . .:'. :' ¢.; ,_‘ e : 3
Christopher

Other characters can find him hard to deal with for
instance Mrs Shears and Mr Shears who both feel that he
gets in the way of their relationship with Judy/Ed.
Siobhan knows he’s extremely smart is affectionate for
him but knows he won’t reciprocate and that it’s better
she focuses on his studies. Mrs Alexander feels sorry for
him and his family situation and chats with him even
though he doesn’t like it. Ed and Judy both love
Christopher but get frustrated with him and the
difficulties of his condition, especially Judy.

Strangers or people Christopher doesn’t like aren’t
trusted, and he only really trusts Ed and Siobhan (and
Judy) as he has been around them long enough to be
able to predict them- as he has asperger’s he can’t

read emotions and body language which makes

P people very unpredictable which in turn makes him _
g anxious as he doesn’t know what they are going to do =
_-'-.' next. He doesn’t like small talk as he sees no point in
| it (he is very direct) so he doesn’t have many (or any)

friends. He loves his pet rat Toby as he finds him

@ straightforward and more comforting than people.
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| Ed and his wife Judy had a son called Christopher. He had
asperger’s and when he grew older Judy especially found
Christopher hard to control/deal with. She started having
an affair with her next door neighbour (Mr Shears) and
then later on decided to leave with Mr Shears and create
a new life elsewhere without Ed or Christopher. Ed was
devastated and thought the easiest way to tell
Christopher and to stop him from asking questions and
hurting Ed’s feelings was to tell Christopher that his mum |
had died of a heart attack. Ed did his best as a single
parent and managed quite well by himself. He started |
seeing Mrs Shears however one night they argued and he
killed Wellington, Mrs Shear’s dog, and once Christopher
found out, he left to live with his mum. At the end of the
book. Ed has to earn back Christooher’s trust.

Backstory

e Edis aplumber.

e Heis asingle dad, living with Christopher in
Swindon.

e He loves his son and persuades the Head
teacher to allow him to sit his maths A’ Level.

e Sometimes, however, Ed’s behaviour reveals
how wearied he is by Christopher’s condition.
He can get frustrated, even to the point of
lashing out.

Analysis

plat

innchim wiith Chrictanbhar
ionsnip with LCnristo L@E el

Christopher doesn’t really
appreciate Ed and what he does
for him. Judy felt that he was
better cut out for looking after
Christopher as she thinks he’s a
lot more patient. Mrs Alexander
pities him as Judy left him and
he had to look after Christopher
by himself

Ed finds it hard to understand Christopher and their relationship can be quite strained, which isn’t unlike other teenagers
and fathers, but there’s added difficulties as Christopher has asperger’s. They do have a relationship where they can
communicate affection, the little that they can, by the touching of their fingertips. Later on in the play, Ed becomes more
volatile as he has to close Christopher’s investigation down and regain control for Ed to survive and keep things
manageable. They start to come to a crisis point as the play develops and Ed explodes by lashing out at Christopher. So
when Christopher finds out his mum'’s alive and he sees the letters, it changes everything. In the end, Ed realises that

Christopher isn’t a lad he needs to control and he finds a new love and respect for him that’s open and tries to live more
mutually with him.




= " .Siobhani#k
LRy : . % Siobhan is Christopher’s teacher at school.
Siobhan is the narrator of Christopher’s story and | RESEERCRE BEE| < She has a train set which Christopher likes
also she helps Christopher to think about how to | . ‘ o to play with and she helps him to write his
keep calm in difficult situations, including o " e .Y book about his detective work.
appearing in his memory to remind him of the : N $.1' e % She is the person Christopher confides in
advice she’s given him. : e - . when he finds out about the letters his

' : : i father has hidden from him.

Analysis

Ed is grateful for Siobhan’s help and her ability to
teach Christopher also for allowing Christopher
to take his maths A-Level early. Christopher
, doesn’t show much emotion to Siobhan,
[— however it shows when he tells her things that

| 4 he trusts her and his trust is very hard to get
showing that he relies on her even possibly more
than his parents.
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Judy used to live with Ed and Christopher however
she started having an affair with her next door
neighbour, Mr Shears as she found it difficult to
cope with Christopher’s condition and felt isolated
in the home and in her marriage. So she persuaded ’_ thought she was dead and said to her. Christopher doesn’t really
Mr Shears to leave with her and she left Ed and { think she’s done any wrong and blames Ed for everything instead.
Christopher as she thought they’d be better without § : He doesn’t understand relationships so he doesn’t blame Judy.
her. She sent letters to Christopher but never got a f e T — »
reply which she assumed was because Christopher
was angry at her however, she didn’t know Ed had

T % = , CERPSEE T L She now lives in

told Christopher she was dead and that he had been §# ; 3 et s T Willesden with partner
hiding the letters. When Christopher found out Ed : _,‘ . '. : Roger (Mr Shears)
killed Wellington, he ran away to live with Judy and | : " I ' : —

Mr Shears. But, Mr Shears only wanted Christopher o ; secretary for a factory
to stay for a few days whereas Judy wanted it more A Working [ that makes things out
indefinitely. Judy and Mr Shears argued about it and :

Class : of steel
in the end she left with Christopher and now they're ' e

She’s forbidden by Ed
living by themselves in shared accommodation. to come back to the

house to see

Relationship with Christopher Christopher

They had a good relationship hen Christopher recalls a memory of them in Cornwall. However she went through a period of She fell in love with Mr
depression and was not coping well with Christopher’s autism. Their relationship is a lot more complicated than other mother- | Shears but at the time
son relationships as Christopher doesn’t liked to be touched and does not do small talk-she has to sit back on a natural told him she couldn’t
maternal instinct. After she had left, she had to deal with the guilt and shame of leaving Christopher and I think she expressed leave Ed because of

that through her letters to Christopher. When they are reunited, Judy has to sit back and wait for Christopher to trust her Christopher
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Christopher makes us

Because Christopher has
reassess how we view our

autism, he has to depend a lot on the
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| people around him (Siobhan, Ed). He

This theme (inks the
E finds it hard to deal with new

in the usual ways that we are

different factors in the story —

accustomed to, but instead he shows il

: ; L - j’i’f environments so finds it hard to travel
Christopher wants to be a scientist and it's &

his feelings th h his honesty and
IS feelings througn nis nonesty an 8 by himself especially to busy places

his actions (for instance when he his imagination which drives his need to

where he gets overloaded with too much §

|

, , information which causes his body to i
toby - risking his life for toby which to him uncovering a lot more than he g
{ almost shut down, so when he travels by |

shows that he cares for the animal bargained for.

f himself to find his mum, he shows he’s

d doesn’t t him to be killed).
a . Wn “M 25 e starting to get his own independence.

: Christopher has autism and he says 'l find people confusing.

This is for two main reasons. The first main reason is that people do a lot | Coping with loss: Each major character has in

of talking without using any words...The second main reason is that people some way experienced loss, and it's Ed’s loss of

often talk using metaphors.' Christopher makes us strip down our language his wife and his choices after that that triggers

§ so that it is a direct reflection of what we think and feel which allows us to most of the events in the story.

understand Christopher and other people with autism a little better.
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‘lq dllvlllopmzmal disord@' i lt’s called th|s is because its =
__ | ' T’llla’(lld to 3(1118172 &nd affects people jn many different l
3 They ind it ltarder t conicae and intract LRl TS Chﬁf’&(ﬁtﬁl’lZﬁd bg ways 'Qf d tO garylng degr ees ‘
with others and often do not pick up on little signals 7 . & -

(through facial expressions and body language) which GWkwardn %8 ln socl &1
indicate what oers ar feeling. ' mt{ZT'aCthn dletlon ln

| Social Difficultes spmch and prgzoeeupatlon L

friendships

9,

% Difficulty understanding gestures, facial wlth Vzrg narrow lntgr%ts g They don’t understand the unwritten

expressions & tone of voice — » o ‘ e 'social rules', e.g. they may stand too
Difficulty knowing when to start/end a M »-3 : "'fff nar ,1.12,'j1::j S 5L close to another person, or start an
conversation & choosing topics to talk ‘ | '
about

inappropriate topic of conversation
They find other people unpredictable
and confusing

& Love of rautines: tres to make the world slightly
~ less confusing for them — less unexpected
3 Special interests: an mtensa mteresif:m acertam They hecorme withdraam:and seom
meaning subjec“t : | | | = uninterested in other people,
i % Sensory difficulties: They can be lntensnﬂed or : : :
* They talk very literally and find it appearing to be in their own world
i G fidol P underdeveled Certain senses may trigger
difficult to understand jokes, metaphors * They may behave in what may seem an
¢ certain reactions like Christa;&her deesn t like the _ . :
and sarcasm ; 29 inappropriate manner.

calaur yel law.

9,

«» They can use complex words & phrases
but may not fully understand their
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Be literal- Because they don’t understand the
different connotations of different words and
" phrases that have now developed, they speak
literally as they don’t really know/understand
| how to otherwise.

Keep your distance from other people -
they find it hard to trust people and

strangers that they don’t know/trust would
make them uncomfortable and they would
most like try to avoid them

w

Show that you are easily overwhelmed- When
there are too many senses for them to focus on,
they feel overwhelmed as they can’t process
everything, so if in this position scream or curl into
foetal position (something that will show that
you're trying to block out the world)

In Christopher’s case, he doesn’t like being touched and
it’s only with his parents that he allows touch as a sign as
love or affection however when others touch him you
have to make sure that you scream and physically flinch
to show your discomfort in being touched e.g. when the
policeman touches Christopher.

feel a need to make eye contact because it doesn’t serve

' your hands/arms could be animated almost drawing in

Don’t make eye contact- People with Asperger’s don’t

a purpose to them it can also make them feel
uncomfortable especially if they are with strangers or
people they don't like/ trust

Have a stim e.g. tapping, flicking, fiddling- it shows
when they are stressed or uncomfortable and is
something that they can focus on and distract
themselves from the situation at hand. (therefore
relaxing them)
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When you have the chance to talk about the one topic
you are intensely keen on, show it: Eyes go wide or even
(for Christopher) turn them up to the sky as his interest
is in the stars, curl your mouth into a smile/grin o show
you're excited, speak quickly cause you're trying to get
as much information about the subject out as you can,

the air what you’re describing and depending if you're
thinking or focused, you should pace or stand still. By
pacing you’re showing that your thoughts are
continuously ongoing but if you’re focused you should
stand still or limit your movements to show that you’re
channelling all your energy into this particular
thought/description.




Their unique physiCal style combines
movement, design musiC and text to Create
a believable and immersive experience for
the audience.

AS well as their productions,
Frantic Assembly have Created a
program Called [L.earh ¢ Train which
introduces 6,000 partiCipants a year
t0 the Company's process of
Creating theatre, in many different
settings.

i The performances are very physical, $o the actors in |
& the group have to stay fit so that they are in shape
[ to performm the many physical stunts that they have
t0 do.

| They do a warm up in the morning which involves a
ot Of yoga and pilates t0 work on their core
strength; They do sit-ups, press ups and Circuit
training.

They work from a devised sCript, which is
developed over a long time. They have a 6
week period to piece together the
production where they try to fit the body
Of the show around the skeleton of the
SCript in their rehearsals. They test
different ideas, move them around and try
hew combinations right up until the end
Of the rehearsal period.

After, to get their brains engaged, they do brain
tasKks like counting games and memory exercises.

During the rehearsals, they tend to do their physiCal
work in the morning (as they are warmed-up) then in
the afternoon they |ook into the text.




Frantic Assembly specialize in incorporating physical
theatre into their performances. They include:

Lifts :

Choral moverr%nt

Choral speecH.. .

Physncal corpedy -

Timing, .

Balance‘“ K
Counter-balanc

Catches’
Rhythm
Control
Focus
Rest
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